
 

 

 
 

Drilling Fluid Programs Guide 

Recommended Mud Mixes 

 

Product Mix per 1000l of water 
(in order to be mixed) 

SAND MIX RUNNING SAND 
& UNDER 

WATER TABLE 
MIX/GRAVEL

SANDY CLAY 
MIX 

STICKY CLAY 
MIX 

SWELLING 
CLAY MIX 

HEAVY 
GRAVELS 

Soda Ash 
0.5-1kg 

Bentonite * 
     20 - 30kg 

Pac-R 
1 – 2kg 

ADF 200 Plus 
0.5-1Ltrs 

Soda Ash 
0.5-1kg 

Bentonite * 
25 - 40kg 

Pac-R 
2 – 3kg 

ADF 200 Plus 
0.5-1Ltrs 

Soda Ash 
0.5-1kg 

Pac LV 
2 - 3kg 

ADF 2000 Plus 
0.5 – 1ltrs 

ADF Det 
1 - 2ltrs 

if needed for clay 
balling of the bit 

Soda Ash 
0.5-1kg 

Pac LV 
2 - 3kg 

ADF 2000 Plus 
1 - 2ltrs 

ADF Sperse 
1 - 2ltrs 

thinning & dispersing 
of clays 

Soda Ash 
0.5-1kg 

Pac LV 
3 - 5kg 

KCL 
2% - 6% by 

volume 
Depending on the 
sensitivity of the 

clays/shales use up 
to 10% by volume 

 

ADF Sperse 
1 - 2ltrs 

thinning & dispersing of 
clays

Soda Ash 
0.5-1kg 

Xanthum Gum 
2 – 3kgs 

Pac LV 
3 - 5kg 

Bentonite * 
     20 - 30kg 

*Bentonite includes SP200 and HD200 high yielding 220 bbl/ton 
 
 
If viscosity is required, use Liquid Polymers. 
For increased gel strength to transport cuttings, use Xanthum Gum in place of a liquid polymer. 
Water treatment: Soda Ash is recommended as it will not increase the PH, but will treat the water and 
improve performance. 
Bentonite Pallets: BG 10, Quartz filter Gravels: Q sands, Foams: Ultra foam also available 
C:Filingcab/drilling fluid programs 
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